Jon Langman drove CXs in his youth, but when
he returned from abroad the CX GTI Turbo he _
wanted was all but extinct - so he bui_lt his own e
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Y Jaaks dide't put Jon
off buying the G
ST on Langman’s Citroen story begins  drum dials on the dash.’
v 25 a teenagar when, aged st 16, Thus started netonly a
he joinod the RAF. While sarvinghe  Tifelang friendship, but alse
becama friends with & distinctive an obsession with tha CX.
youmg chiop called Kev Spruce. Uniike ' had a series of them,’ Jan
mast of tha ather young recruits, who s&ys. ‘Mostly GTls. You
malnly dreve Flesta XR2s, Kew waftad eould buy one fior £500
around the hese in his home-restonsd Ehen.” Jan would drive them and kept driving CXs, until, a couple of
Cikrogn DS, 'Bay did we take the mickey until they rusted away, then by another.  yearslater, he left the UK for a pasitian
put of Key end his vgly old car,’ laughs After moving up threugh the ranks in with the Unitad Arab Emirates A Force,
Jon. 'Than e got a silvar CX, too. [ didnt Avipnics, Jon loft tha RAF for o job ot "I tried tofind & 0X in Dubal but thare
i even know what it was, but | laved the Bambardisr. He kept in touch with Kav werer't any," says Jon, But the love of CXs
¥
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M Jonturned his alrcraft
4 repalr skills te good
pseantha X,

Tt beft him. 8% sLill the onby car | feal
comfortable i Jon vowed that, upon Ris
return bothe LA e by anather, In 2005,
atter 10 years n Dubai, be did st that
Thxiicied ' like & sories ore G571 Turbo 25
P never owned ane. Thoy only imparted
F o tha LK 5o the only one | conded find
Wi i £ 100 wrzek, IE wiss s rotte L roof
had separatod from the Lunhy, says Jon
With litth: clse availabde, Jon boughl it

= first O, and 1'm
Lh-khw,multmnrdmﬂnmbguln;l.
Etwas bousht rew by Sdwina Currie's

hushand, it was total rubbish,

1588-89

¥ 1972 Ford

e, Zodiac MkIv
| hearse

1 Jalntly owang
tHSHmrr'nr'Friundﬁ.lwirh:ht:lnrd
that'sKev in the middla, It was fFantasic
inalmmabuatinﬁumms.lrnm
rolled it on a Cheshire country lane

19859-91
Another Cx
| Fad S0 many
It haadd L keep
track, and ot
ey o house mabes o CX5 to0. The
neighboursiovedus. When Koy cams
T vislt thane wire four CX5 ina row,
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artywiry. Tt becarne clear that fd beave bo by |
something in need of work and isarm how ko |

fir it." Jon and his wife Wendy went throsgh
Uhwee: hipwsse moves, oventually setifog in
Morfalk, The lest rmove proved too eonsch faor
the CX though, and & bogan to fall apart.
Jarvwas all far giving upon the ides when
another GT1 Tk turmed up oo abay.

We wern iy rented accommodation
seanchirg for a house Lu bay, so | didn't bid
OniL." Jon says, It quickly ropppeared on
SERaY psl o Fenw woeks Laber

W kept breing bought ared sokd soon
afterwands,” suys Jon. 1t st have gone
through fiour or five cwners in as mony
muoiths, but it seseer [aft Moef ik !

Itan giacided to view it one dark raimy night
in kata 2007, He nobed some rust, o
significont LHM haake, and no brakes, g
bought it for C200 aryway.

Tpnsd i into storage while | bought s house
with & rive garage ' Mow safely ensconend,
Jonvstartod to strg Lo eor, Td polshed & bit
of the pairt and it carme up nicaly. | really
believed Ml pot the bargain of the centny,
unti [ stripped it - then | roalsed that rd
prrobatly i too rruch!

Linciar the: reasonable lcking exterior
was nest, ad lods of it 1 couldn't believe it
Both inner ancl outer slls wern shot, the
Floor weins robten as was the bulkhemd, and
e fronit subframee. Tha antire underside
wes & horror show.” Having never wekiod
befere, lon baught & MG welding kit ami
askesd a fiond, Jason Lang, for hilp, koon
showed i how ta sef up bhe welder and
the basics, using pieces of sorap metal 4
leamit how to plug, seam and spot weld, and
then Basically pot stuck nbo the O3

don stailexf on the resr nessside and
worked his way around. Carefully measuring

READER'S
RESTOTIP
D't be ashamed of
Betting wark daps
By professionak if youget
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and making curdbaard termplates, then
beating out his own repair sertions, before
stitching them into place. it took him a long
time as he often had long breaks to allow
his enthugiasm to come back. Rogtoration
Wras 0 means to snend. L 'wasn'l after a
show car, |ust wanbed a 17 Turbo to drive,”
says Jan. "The onky way | could ged ng, was
to bl eni

His robten first project cor donated ifs
bannet, oot and ane door, before being
strigped med serapped, knowanted to finish
the car before 201 L. a genones target,
unitdl his Back went, T continued to weld ard
HdnT have rmch left todo, bk Ty
prolepsed disk made it exc ruciatngly
Pl Says Jon Wearing weightliftng
bdts For suppart bedpod, Bt it Lecome
lear the profect would hawve to stop o
Py prot hetter Having an undgrstaning
wife Beelpis, says Jon ot Wendy. Shi
sugeessterd that { gat o local mebile welder
n o lirsh i o

Aftes sbrgrling on 2 whils longar, o
reluctantly agreed [t took two days for the
mabile welder to fnish the job, saving Jon

| saweral wesks of pain. 1 wont mention his
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offfuture ina CX

What'sitlike
todrive?
Spacs-aps magic carpet ride, honkers,
ol - thiey're al things your're likehy to
read In zmy artile r
£ Oarumed T Wil yes
Bt look at the dashbased The Turbo
Gl lwmas the fest O 1o ba Rfted with the
norrmalsed ‘eumodiak’ rathes thanthe
amazing-ksk ! tumbier gawges, but
that dosn'Limatter, The ndicatons are
still exarthy wihare they shoulen'® be, and
he ride IS oh-50-smooith, it's a praper
Citradn that s auick mfined and growm
i, WETH o g I oy
ke 3 mockrn turbocharped car, Infact
That {itrosn srpivesred it e that
whin cyyone s wath'T i Donkars

n *.. =gl Can be apenshe. i
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rama, though, as ha'd plug webded tha Last
fl on o it failed the Mo Tr Jon engeecd bis
roak; by refurbishing thee
mabeirical parts and warking on th
L ETITER dane V000 miles Duil dict
ran sweetly. Al wee Ly
and reset the tappets, it didn't
hing e Jon also replas el all of
1 ' Fitted new seals
and replaced allof | EE0Mme parts.
T ok reshowred sa s wre but | hatve
dore lunckesgds of |hooseneds of miles o
TOpEy k| R welidit g
them,’ laughs do e Gl
flwwheel sensar, oi pr
thermosiat and walir P 11 urry a
ith & spare igriti etk g an
Alerator pedal, too. Mve had bem
tor pedals snap oome in tha past!
ads, discs aoed Mk
s ewrfaul the braking
=n. 1 bimsght some hydraob:
and zat shaut

Found & g [k Ehis rmiening
before yau arrved fm suro
one day Fll finish this car!

After rafitting the enging
e coaortinge '-r:.rl',l'i.rlE: U,
fon cxledn’® ge 5u5p=_l|15jn|'|

it it wias on ainls, which it was,
He summasted | remoee: them and let all of
tho weight s o the whnels,” &5 s00n a5 he
dind, the suspansion spue into life, W's a
soif Dleeding system o il nexxdod the pctra
wiork” Mxkaay thecageh 2000,
to thwo i in Foe g MGT Ho soo
how L off ey wirs, but & quick 200-metre
TUN ke farm track set him back.
The thiveshaft seals started to leak. Qe
it the Ll eggile by remavng
the befixwsin
threaterin
taking the blastod orgine out againe That
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torise. Fortortaly, help came
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The engine revealad how long the car had been With the enging removed, fon could sotess
s trredled into Jon's new couble parase It ooker.  standing. |6 i e, ot 1T the engine bay around itwas  the chassis lags, subframe and bulkzad, A
O v Uhi Culaddhe, bat 18 roalky wasa™ in & paar state, Stripeite reunaied sven more probilems.  of which wars rften and nesded weiding
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The more Jon aeplored, the more st te disc 'rnw-:rl He omussd cardbeard ternplates and carsful With the bodyyork weided wp and the bomet
.-.r..; I-,ﬂ;. r-.-a.wrh-ﬂ rrrmrlnr ‘-ﬂl:l .ﬂl“ft‘ 4 Mmeasuring o Mk up new rapalr sections fooweld  Tted, Jon was hoping an MeT wouldn't be f
i, It was abong process for the first-time restarer, oft. It was. The whanks ane from an &ifa Bomea
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Project Car Buying TipstyjenLangman

It vou'ne after o later plasic thanks b thee purity of ng &y praject. Pas and panals

bumpered seres | O there's  and chiome bumpers. Serles | can be seurced through the
=il a few around fo choose carsarenow becoming ricky  clubarembers though, which
from, but the series | cars tosounce ACHS L sopay  fsvery Triendhe ethusiastic,

and helpdul, Don't ba searnd
of 1he suspersion - it's
actualy ey simple s
you undeestand it and parts
= wmlabie, Metrk tyres
o B WY BT e, 50 factar
that into your hudees if vour
car has= thom,

attendion when inspecting

mmain the most Saught aftar

Citraba Car Chub's Frankiin
Rwge wea=areal halin.

For 3 vahicle that was imbended to ba restored a8 a user the froits of Jan's [aBeiT are Quite stunming.

" slight wee from ong of the brake s,
affside hesclighl aim and emissions werns
easity sorted, bul rexining the welding P [
paid somenne L dn was extramely
ooy Then oo 1 hus retest theve was an
aivisony on 8 ball josd. 1w brand new
arid hiad anly done esght mik=s between the
MoT stotion and my Bouse, s boware of
ehaxap parts.

The hard-wearing mileriur was in good
swipe after a clean and some e vingl

| groeat job fittng the hemGining.' New Jon had
the cor he wanbed, bul Werwdy wasn't happy.
‘Aless Wendy, she said it wos a shame
Ehuat & Incked so scruity aftor ol the woek rd
thurer, Shin gupsestod wie use soemd of our
savilgs Lo pay for @ respray.” un hadn’|
| mterudend to restore a show car, B just
wianl el o 5T Turba to drive, but be agraod
and & kel parngs resprayed the cainthe
arignal Deliyeez rad,
¥ got it bark from paint on December 31,
trimn, T had fo call upon my wile's 2010, arwd shex wios right, it looked fatdous, |
wallprapering shills,” savs Joe She il o spert the whole diy putting it back

I‘Ihadtuca]lupun my wife's wallpaper skills.
Shedidagreatjubﬁtﬁngthehaadﬁrﬁng
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Have you restored a
classic car? Then send
us your story today
Toenter Practical Classics Reader's
Restoratlon competiThon, send 3 outing
of your classac car restoration story to
redl carnpbelEpracticalciancies oo, k.
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tapethes and later thal evenieg we drove it
to o friend's new year's parly. B was fnished
foar 201 1, bast oy just”

Since then and hpdraulic keaks aside, Jon
hi boen argoying the car b alwonys
waribixl s the CXs A0th sniversary in
2004 s Pve boan puttng i Bk to
standwd to eolobrage” So far this yoaw Jon
Pas pailedd thie metal bumpérs Loy cobeur,
35 they wonded hawe been originally, s

| throwm away |he AFa Romeo Telsdkal

whesls, which he'd boen uging, in Fannur of
e arignal mete: Citrodn -Slots,
‘The metric Lgre=i eoest e €1 200 alone,

I which is wihy Pd Been nunning around on

moderm wheels) says kn, Tve done gwer
H,000 miles in the past Lwe yoars. Same
people think that's crminal w= there ans
oy 50 of these loft | deapron, I restored it
Baociivem, | Lsorit ewery day ard | loveit
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